Montgomery Judge of Probate Microforms Collection
Processed and arranged in 2016
Montgomery County Archives, Courthouse Annex I11, Montgomery, Alabama, 36104, (334)-
832-7173
Processed by: Dallas Hanbury

Collection Creator: Montgomery County Judge of Probate

Collection: Montgomery County Judge of Probate Microforms Collection
Collection Dates: 1817-present

Collection Size: ca. 177 cubic feet

Abstract: The Montgomery Judge of Probate Microforms Collection consists of microfiche and
microfilm copies of Judge of Probate-created records.

Repository: Montgomery County Archives, Courthouse Annex 111, Montgomery, Alabama,
36104, (334)-832-7173

Reference Code: 2016.015
Languages and Scripts: The entire collection is recorded in English.

Administrative/Biographical History: Created in 1850, along with all other probate courts in
Alabama, the Montgomery Judge of Probate is responsible for fulfilling a wide variety of county
government tasks. These duties include recording deeds, mortgages, wills, and other real estate-
related records; issuing various licenses including business, driver, and marriage licenses,
dealing with vehicle registrations and the collection of automobile tag fees, administering
elections, recording military discharges, dealing with adoptions, guardianships, legitimation
declarations, and involuntary commitments, as well as collecting other various fees and taxes.

Scope and Content: Microfiche and microfilm copies of Montgomery County Judge of Probate-
created records compose this collection. Records in the collection include marriage licenses, real
property records, personal property records, charters of incorporation, apartment and
condominium ownership records, mortgage records, and judicial records created by the
Montgomery County Judge of Probate. The judicial records contain a wide variety of record
types, including probated estates, wills, guardianship records, and more. Records in the
collection also include birth and death records, Uniform Commercial Codes, Orphans Court
records, military discharge records, election results, lists of registered physicians, etc. While
some gaps in the collection do exist, the records in the collection span from 1817 to the present.

System of Arrangement: These records are roughly organized by record type.

Location of Originals: Montgomery County Archives; Vault 116; offsite storage



Physical Characteristics and Technical Requirements: This entire collection consists of
microfiche and microfilm-based records. To view the records in the collection, patrons will have
to use a microfiche/microfilm reader.

Access Points:

Montgomery (Ala.)

Montgomery County (Ala.)

Probate Courts- - Alabama- - Montgomery County

Marriage records- - Alabama- - Montgomery County

Real property- - Alabama- -Montgomery County

Personal Property- -Alabama- - Montgomery County
Incorporations- - Alabama- - Montgomery County- - Charters
Mortgages- -Alabama- - Montgomery County
Administration of Estates- - Alabama- - Montgomery County
Wills- - Alabama- - Montgomery County

Guardian and ward- - Alabama- - Montgomery County
Military Discharge- - United States

Elections- - Statistics

Conditions Governing Access: Access to adoption records, involuntary commitments, and
military discharges is extremely restricted. Anyone wishing to access these records will need to
contact the Montgomery County Probate Court.

Accruals: Future accruals expected.
Acquisition Info: Received from the Montgomery County Judge of Probate.

Alternative Forms: Many records in the collection exist as digital files in the Montgomery
County Judge of Probate’s Records and Recording Department’s digital records management
program, as well as the Probate court’s digital records management program.

Additional Finding Aids: Many records in this collection exist in their original form. The
finding aid for these records in their original forms is available on the Montgomery County
Archives’ website as well as at the archives. The title of that finding aid is: Montgomery County
Judge of Probate Record Group.

Appraisal Process: The Montgomery County Archives collects Montgomery County’s
permanent records. The Alabama Local Government Records Commission determines which
records produced by local government are worthy of permanent retention. Records deemed
permanent are transferred to the Montgomery County Archives. The probate offices transferring
records to the Montgomery County Archives sometimes make microfilm or microfiche copies of
their records. In other cases, the Archives has made the microfilm or microfiche copies.



Custodial History: The records in this collection were either in the custody of the Judge of
Probate office that created them before transfer to the archives, or the archives created the
microfilm and microfiche from the original records.

Suggested Citation: Title and type of record, date of record, book number, page number [or if
necessary, description of the cited record] Montgomery County Judge of Probate, Montgomery
County Archives, Montgomery, Alabama.

Example: John Doe Property deed, January 1, 1901, Book 1, Page 1, Montgomery County Judge
of Probate, Montgomery County Archives, Montgomery County, Alabama.

Processing Information: In March and April of 2016 Montgomery County archivist Dallas
Hanbury inventoried the archives microforms, processed previously unprocessed microforms,
and created a finding aid for the collection.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use: This collection has no copyright restrictions.
Related Materials: None

Separated Materials: None

Bibliography: None

Notes: Customers can access many records in this collection online by visiting the Montgomery
County Judge of Probate’s webpage, the Montgomery County Judge of Probate Record and
Recording division’s webpage, and the Montgomery County Archives’ webpage. Once on one of
the above three webpages, uses the records search function to find the records desired.
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