
 

 MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 

 MONTGOMERYCOUNTY COMMISSION 

 

 OCTOBER 5, 2020 

 

INFORMATION SESSION 

 

Chairman Dean called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  The meeting was held at the Montgomery 

County Administration Building and Courthouse Annex III. 

 

The meeting was opened with prayer led by Vice Chairman Walker. All five Commissioners were 

present, with Commissioner Sankey being present via a conference call. 

 

COMMENTS FROM SCHEDULED ATTENDEES, STAFF AND COMMISSIONERS 

 

COMMENTS FROM ADMINISTRATOR CAUTHEN 

 

Administrator Cauthen briefed the Commission on scheduled attendees. 

 

PRESENTATION BY DIRECTOR CHRISTINA THORNTON WITH THE CITY/COUNTY 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

 

City/County Emergency Management Agency Director Christina Thornton cited the current number of 

COVID-19 cases, testing and deaths in Montgomery County and the State of Alabama. 

 

Ms. Thornton informed the Commission that a named storm “Delta” has developed in the gulf and the 

current track has it making landfall around the coast of Louisiana. She stated that EMA will be giving 

periodic updates on this storm. 

 

PRESENTATION BY CAMPAIGN CHAIR MIKE HART WITH THE RIVER REGION UNITED 

WAY 

 

Campaign Chair Mike Hart with River Region United Way expressed his appreciation for the 

Commission’s commitment to United Way in the past. He stated that this year’s campaign is a 

challenge, and it will be conducted virtually through online and social media. He said that the 

departments will be asked to distribute the forms to their employees. Mr. Hart asked for the 

Commissioners’ support again this year. 

 

COMMENTS FROM ADMINISTRATOR CAUTHEN 

 

Administrator Cauthen briefed the Commission on items on the agenda. 

 

Chairman Dean and Commissioner Singleton requested to add additional items to the miscellaneous 

appropriations from their agencies account on the agenda.  
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Commissioner Harris requested to add an additional item to the miscellaneous appropriations from his 

education account on the agenda. 

 

Commissioner Harris said that he spoke with the City of Montgomery and the City going to contribute 

$100,000 to Montgomery Helping Families Initiative this year. Deputy District Attorney Lloria James 

said that she met with MPS Superintendent Moore and many of the School Board members and asked 

that changes be made to the Memorandum of Agreement regarding processes and reporting. Ms. James 

stated that the changes were made, and she is awaiting their signature. 

 

PRESENTATION BY CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER RAY WILLIAMS 

 

Chief Probation Officer Ray William briefed the Commission regarding a 2020-2021 DYS Grant 

Agreement for the Montgomery County Davis Transitions Program. After discussion, the Commission 

agreed to place this item on the next agenda. 

 

Mr. Williams briefed the Commission regarding a Contract with The Bridge, Inc. to Manage and 

Operate Davis Transitions, a Community based Adolescent Alternative Program at the Youth Facility. 

Commissioner Harris requested a copy of the report from The Bridge for 2020. After discussion, the 

Commission agreed to place this item on the next agenda. 

 

Mr. Williams briefed the Commission regarding a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Administrative Office of Courts for Reimbursement of Salary paid to a Court Referee for the 15th 

Judicial Circuit for the period beginning October 1, 2020 and ending September 30, 2021. After 

discussion, the Commission agreed to place this item on the next agenda. 

 

PRESENTATION BY COUNTY ENGINEER GEORGE SPEAKE 

 

County Engineer George Speak briefed the Commission regarding a Position Fill Request for a Fleet 

Maintenance Superintendent, Position Number 650596001. After discussion, the Commission agreed to 

place this item on the next agenda. 

 

PRESENTATION BY PERSONNEL DIRECTOR CARMEN DOUGLAS 

 

Personnel Director Carmen Douglas informed the Commission that she has been working with Sheriff 

Derrick Cunningham to recruit more Corrections Officers. Ms. Douglas recommended a lateral pay 

schedule for Corrections Officers who transfer from another jurisdiction to the Montgomery County 

Detention Facility. She recommended that the Juvenile Detention Offices be eligible for the same 

transfer pay. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this item on the next agenda. 

 

PRESENTATION BY MANAGER OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS HANNAH HAWK 

 

Manager of Public Affairs Hannah Hawk reviewed the calendar of upcoming events with the 

Commissioners. 
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Mrs. Hawk stated that the upgrades of the audio-visual equipment in the Chamber and Conference 

Room have been delayed because cameras are on backorder nationwide and hopes the upgrades will be 

completed in early November. 

 

COMMENTS FROM ADMINISTRATOR CAUTHEN 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented an Amendment to the Funding Agreement with the City of 

Montgomery for Maintenance and Operation of Garrett Coliseum and Related 

Budget Change. Commissioner Harris stated that this Amendment could potentially save the County 

$330,000. After discussion, the Commission agreed to waive rules and add this item to the agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented an Agreement with the Southeast Alabama Highway 

Safety Office regarding a Traffic Safety Enforcement Grant. After discussion, the Commission agreed to 

place this item on the next agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented an Invoice for Payment of the 2021 Membership Dues in the amount 

of $14,473 to the Association of County Commissions of Alabama (ACCA). After discussion, the 

Commission agreed to place this item on the next agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented an Invoice for Payment of the 2021 Membership Dues in the amount 

of $150 to the Association of County Administrators of Alabama (ACAA) for 

Administrator Florence M. Cauthen. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this item on the 

next agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen briefed the Commission regarding a proposed Lease Agreement for rental of 

storage space for voting equipment and related Budget Change Request, subject to approval by the 

County Attorney and further review of all terms. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this 

item on a future agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented Amendment Number 1 to a Contract with Chappy's Deli for catering 

of food trays. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this item on the next agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented Amendment Number 1 to a Contract with Chappy's Deli for an 

employee luncheon. Commissioner Singleton asked if the luncheon will take place this year. 

Administrator Cauthen explained that there have been conversations about this event, but there has not 

been a final decision. She stated that a decision would need to be made soon so that it can be planned 

accordingly. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this item on the next agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented Amendment Number 3 to a Contract with Climate Service, Inc. for 

HVAC preventative maintenance services. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this item 

on the next agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented a Final Pay Application for Norris Building Company for 

Montgomery County Jail shower renovations. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this 

item on the next agenda. 
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Administrator Cauthen presented a Position Fill Request from Support Services for a Plumber, Position 

Number 260749001. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this item on the next agenda. 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented a Position Fill Request from Tax and Audit for a Revenue Examiner, 

Position Number 810117003. After discussion, the Commission agreed to place this item on the next 

agenda. 

 

DISCUSSION BY THE COMMISSION 

 

The Commission agreed to add a $5,000 appropriation to River Region United Way from the joint 

designated revenue account on the agenda. 

 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Administrator Cauthen presented a letter from County Attorney Thomas T. Gallion, III, regarding the 

Calling of an Executive Session to discuss pending litigation. Commissioner Singleton made a motion to 

go into the Executive Session. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and unanimously 

approved by each Commissioner, openly giving their individual vote. She stated that the Commission 

would reconvene to the Formal Session. Chairman Dean recessed the Information Session to the 

Executive Session.  (Copy of Letter from Thomas T. Gallion, Agenda Page 53, is attached to these 

Minutes). 

  

RECESS TO FORMAL SESSION 

 

Vice Chairman Walker made a motion to recess the Executive Session. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Harris and unanimously approved by the Commission. Chairman Dean recessed the 

Executive Session to the Formal Session. 

 

FORMAL SESSION 

 

Chairman Dean welcomed everyone to the Formal Session.   

                   

The meeting was opened with prayer led by Commissioner Singleton. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Harris. 
 

Administrator Cauthen called Roll to establish a quorum, and the following Commissioners were 

present: Chairman Dean and Vice Chairman Walker; Members Harris and Singleton.  Also present 

were County Attorney Tyrone C. Means and County Engineer George C. Speake. Commissioner Sankey 

joined the meeting remotely via phone. 

 

COMMENTS BY ATTENDEES 

 

Ms. Betty Thomas, a retired nurse, said good morning and addressed the Commission regarding the 

corona virus.  She said she wants to help make Montgomery the number one City in America to get rid 

of the virus. She passed out a guideline sheet with instructions that she believes will help stop the spread 

of the virus.  Ms. Thomas outlined three easy steps: cover your nose with a mask, wash your hands for 
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20 seconds, and stay a safe distance apart. Ms. Thomas advised everyone to laugh more because 

laughter does the body good by changing the chemistry in the body.  

 

Regina Walker, Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office Grant Writer, updated the Commission on the 

County Census. She said that Montgomery County is currently at 63.5%.  Commissioner Singleton 

suggested taking the Census Campaign to the Fair.  

 

Daryl Bailey, Montgomery County District Attorney introduced several additions to his staff, including 

Michael Briddell, Chief Administrator replacing Rhonda Cape, and members of the Certified Victim 

Service Officers Program. Mr. Bailey also introduced Canine Companion for Independence, facility Dog 

Zurg and his handler Stephanie Moore. 

 

Ellen McNair, Senior Vice President of Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce, reminded the 

Commission that October is National Manufacturing Month.  She said that the Chamber held a virtual 

town hall meeting on October 1, 2020, with local manufacturing companies. She thanked Chairman 

Dean and the Commission for their support.   

 

Anita Archie, Interim President of Trenholm State Community College, said she wanted to reiterate 

what Ms. McNair had said regarding manufacturing companies in Montgomery, Alabama.  Ms. Archie 

stated that a vast majority of manufacture workers are trained at Trenholm State Community College. 

She also said that manufacturing is one of the fastest growing areas in the state of Alabama.  Ms. Archie 

thanked the Commission for their support of Trenholm State Community College. 

 

Vice Chairman Walker thanked Ms. Archie and Trenholm State Community College for what they are 

doing in training workers for the manufacturing companies.  She stated the training of potential 

manufacture workers is vital to Montgomery and the entire state of Alabama. 

 

Rev. Claude Shuford, Ms. Cubie Ray Hayes and Ms. Sandra Moore expressed their support to name the 

Park located on the Old Selma Road the Elton N. Dean Sr., Park.  They reminded everyone that 

Chairman Dean is the longest serving Commissioner and has been working and supporting the 

community for many years.  Ms. Moore added that she and her family grew up in the Old Selma Road 

area. They all encouraged the Commission to vote in favor of naming the Park in honor of Chairman 

Dean. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

  

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 

21, 2020. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Walker and unanimously approved by the 

Commission.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 

Administrator Cauthen presented the Accounts Payable Checks and Payroll Checks Authorization for 

approval. Commissioner Singleton made a motion to approve the Accounts Payable and Payroll Checks, 

as presented by Administrator Cauthen. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Walker and 
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unanimously approved by the Commission. (Copy of Accounts Payable Checks and Payroll Checks 

Authorization, Consent Agenda Page 4, is attached to these Minutes.) 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Chairman Dean opened the Public Hearing regarding the Alcohol License Application for Special 

Events Retail to Rancho El Paraiso, LLC located at 7625 Jessie Reid Lane for October 18, 2020 Event, 

Montgomery, AL 36105 and asked if anyone in the audience wanted to speak .  Commissioner Singleton 

made remarks in favor of the Alcohol License Application. No one else spoke, and Chairman Dean 

declared the Public Hearing Closed.  (Copy of Notice, Agenda Page 5, is attached to these Minutes.) 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

COUNTY COMMISSION – APPROVED ALCOHOL LICENSE APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL 

EVENTS RETAIL TO RANCHO EL PARAISO, LLC LOCATED AT 7625 JESSIE REID LANE FOR 

OCTOBER 18, 2020 EVENT, MONTGOMERY, AL 36105   

 

Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the Alcohol License Application for Special Events 

Retail to Rancho El Paraiso, LLC located at 7625 Jessie Reid Lane for October 18, 2020 Event, 

Montgomery, AL 36105.  The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Walker and unanimously 

approved by the Commission. (Copies of Alcohol License Application, Agenda Pages 6-8, are attached 

to these Minutes.) 

 

COUNTY COMMISSION – APPROVED BOARD REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE MONTGOMERY 

COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY    

 

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to approve reappointment of Roberta Collins, Melanie Bicatel-

Wilson, Diane Burke and Michael Jackson to the Montgomery Community Action Agency, for terms 

expiring November 10, 2024. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Walker and unanimously 

approved by the Commission. (Copies of Memorandum and Board Members’ Appointment Page, 

Agenda Pages 9-10, are attached to these Minutes.)  

 

COUNTY COMMISSION – APPROVED 2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES IN THE AMOUNT OF $175 

TO LEADERSHIP ALABAMA FOR COMMISSIONER DANIEL HARRIS, JR    

 

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to approve the 2021 Membership Dues in the Amount of $175 

to Leadership Alabama for Commissioner Daniel Harris, Jr. The motion was seconded by Vice 

Chairman Walker and unanimously approved by the Commission. (Copy of Member-ship Dues Invoice, 

Agenda Page 11, is attached to these Minutes.) 

  

SHERIFF'S OFFICE – APPROVED SALE OF A 2014 FORD PPV UTILITY VEHICLE TO THE 

PERRY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE AT A PRICE TO BE NEGOTIATED BY SHERIFF 

CUNNINGHAM   

 

Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the Sale Of A 2014 Ford Ppv Utility Vehicle To The 

Perry County Sheriff's Office At A Price To Be Negotiated By Sheriff Cunningham.   
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The motion was seconded by Commissioner Singleton and unanimously approved by the  

Commission. (Copies of Memorandum and Email, Agenda Pages 12-13, are attached to these Minutes.) 

 

DETENTION FACILITY – APPROVED INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. 

MARSHALS SERVICE REGARDING INCREASE IN PER DIEM RATES FOR HOUSING 

FEDERAL INMATES   

 

Vice Chairman Walker made a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement with the U.S. 

Marshals Service regarding Increase in Per Diem Rates for Housing Federal Inmates.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and unanimously approved by the Commission. 

(Copy of Intergovernmental Agreement, Agenda Pages 14-26, is attached to these Minutes.) 

    

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – APPROVED CONTRACT RENEWAL WITH INFORMATION 

TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS, INC. FOR INTERNET ACCESS SERVICES   

 

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to approve Contract Renewal with Information Transport 

Solutions, Inc. for Internet Access Services. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and 

unanimously approved by the Commission. (Copies of Memorandum and Price Quote, Agenda Pages 

27-28, are attached to these Minutes.) 

 

Commissioner Sankey said he had questions regarding the park on Old Selma Road.  He wanted to 

know the approximate cost of the Park.  Administrator Cauthen stated the cost was approximately 2.7 

million dollars.  He also asked if any minority contractors were involved in the construction of the Park.  

Administrator Cauthen said that she did not believe the general contractor was minority-owned, but she 

was not sure about the sub-contractors.  Commissioner Sankey asked Chairman Dean if he knew if any 

minority contractors performed any of the services at the Park, and Chairman Dean said he did not 

know. 

 

COUNTY COMMISSION – APPROVED TO NAME THE PARK LOCATED ON OLD SELMA 

ROAD THE ELTON N. DEAN, SR., PARK   

  

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to name the park located on Old Selma Road the Elton N. 

Dean, Sr., Park. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Walker. Chairman Dean, Vice Chairman 

Walker, Commissioner Singleton and Commissioner Sankey voted in favor of the motion.  

Commissioner Harris voted no, and the motion carried.  
 

COUNTY COMMISSION – APPROVED MISCELLANEOUS APPROPRIATIONS TO AGENCIES   

 

Administrator Cauthen requested approval of the miscellaneous appropriations to agencies included in 

the Agenda. During the County Commission Meeting this date, Chairman Dean requested the addition 

of miscellaneous appropriation reprogramming requests, and his fellow commissioners concurred. 

 

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to approve the Miscellaneous Appropriations to Agencies 

Reprograming Requests. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and unanimously approved 

by the Commission. (Copy of Updated Spreadsheet, Agenda Page 29, is attached to these Minutes.) 
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COUNTY COMMISSION – APPROVED MISCELLANEOUS APPROPRIATIONS TO 

EDUCATION 
 

Administrator Cauthen requested approval of the miscellaneous appropriations to Education included in 

the Agenda. During the County Commission Meeting this date, Chairman Dean requested the addition 

of miscellaneous appropriation reprogramming requests, and his fellow commissioners concurred.  
 

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to approve the Miscellaneous Appropriations to 

Education Reprogramming Requests. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Walker 

and unanimously approved by the Commission. (Copy of Updated Spreadsheet, Agenda Page  

30, is attached to these Minutes.)  

  

COUNTY COMMISSION – APPROVED MISCELLANEOUS APPROPRIATIONS FROM  

DESIGNATED REVENUE  

  

Administrator Cauthen requested approval of the miscellaneous appropriations from designated revenue 

included in the Agenda. During the County Commission Meeting this date, Chairman Dean requested 

the addition of miscellaneous appropriations reprogramming requests, and his fellow commissioners 

concurred.  
 

Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the Miscellaneous Appropriations from Designated 

Revenue reprogramming requests. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Singleton and unanimously approved by the Commission. (Copy of Updated Spreadsheet, Agenda Page 

31, is attached to these Minutes.)  

 

PARKS AND RECREATION – APPROVED BID AWARD TO HAMPTON LAWN SERVICES FOR 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PARKS GROUNDS MAINTENANCE, BID AWARD NUMBER 51901-

20B-024   

 

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to approve Bid Award to Hampton Lawn Services for 

Montgomery County Parks Grounds Maintenance, Bid Award Number 51901-20B-024. The  

motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Walker and unanimously approved by the Commission.  

(Copies of Memorandum, Bid and Agreement, Agenda Pages 32-35, are attached to these Minutes.) 

 

DETENTION FACILITY – APPROVED POSITION FILL REQUEST (1)  

 

1. Corrections Officer Trainee, Position Number 500419052 

 

Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the Position Fill Request. The motion  

was seconded by Vice Chairman Walker and unanimously approved by the Commission.  

(Copy of Position Fill Request, Agenda Page 36, is attached to these Minutes.) 

 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE – APPROVED POSITION FILL REQUESTS (2) 

 

1. Deputy Sheriff Captain, Position Number 55043612 

2. Deputy Sheriff - Part-Time, Position Number 550431195 
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Vice Chairman Walker made a motion to approve the Position Fill Requests. The motion  

was seconded by Commissioner Singleton and unanimously approved by the Commission.  

(Copies of Position Fill Requests, Agenda Pages 37-38, are attached to these Minutes.) 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE – APPROVED MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) 

AMONG THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

COMMISSION, THE CITY OF MONTGOMERY AND THE MONTGOMERY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

FOR THE HELPING MONTGOMERY FAMILIES INITIATIVE (HMFI)   

 

Vice Chairman Walker made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)  

among the District Attorney's Office, the Montgomery County Commission, the City of  

Montgomery and the Montgomery Public Schools for the Helping Montgomery Families  

Initiative (HMFI).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and unanimously  

approved by the Commission. (Copies of Memorandum and Agreement, Agenda Page 39-46, are  

attached to these Minutes.) 

                                

WAIVE RULES 

 

Chairman Dean requested to waive rules and add the following item to the agenda, and his fellow 

Commissioners concurred:  

 

COUNTY COMMISSION – APPROVED FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF 

MONTGOMERY FOR MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF GARRETT COLISEUM AND 

RELATED BUDGET CHANGE  

 

Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve Funding Agreement with the City of Montgomery for 

Maintenance and Operation of Garrett Coliseum and Related Budget Change. The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Singleton and unanimously approved by the Commission. (Copies of Memorandum 

and Agreement, Agenda Pages 47-52, are attached to these Minutes.)  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS  

 

Commissioner Singleton acknowledged Rev. Claude Shuford and thanked him for attending the 

meeting.  Commissioner Singleton said that often we wait until someone has passed away before we 

recognize them for their great works.  He said that he believes in the old saying “give me my flowers 

while I can still smell them.”  Commissioner Singleton encouraged everyone to take a moment and write 

your loved ones or someone you care about a note to let them know how you feel while they can 

appreciate it. 

 

Commissioner Sankey thanked everyone for allowing him to join the meeting remotely and 

congratulated Chairman Dean for securing the votes needed to name the park the Elton N. Dean, Sr., 

Park. Commissioner Sankey also emphasized the need for more minority participation in County 

projects. 
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Vice Chairman Walker said that she is contacted weekly by people who are suffering during this 

pandemic. She said there is a huge number of people experiencing depression.  She encouraged 

everyone to reach out to others during this difficult and unprecedented time and continue to pray for one 

another. 

 

Chairman Dean thanked the Parks and Recreation Board for recommending that the park on the Old 

Selma Road be named for him.  He also thanked his fellow Commissioners and thanked Pastor Shuford, 

Ms. Hayes and Ms. Gamble for their support. 

 

Commissioner Harris welcome Rev. Shuford to the meeting and thanked Ms. Thomas for encouraging 

everyone to laugh more. He also made remarks regarding the Covid-19 pandemic and said he 

experienced a slight case of depression when his aunt passed away from the virus. He said the 

coronavirus is nothing like the flu and that we must take it seriously by continuing to wash our hands, 

wear masks and social distance.  Commissioner Harris suggested we call and check on those that we 

know are quarantined at home. He said nothing is more important than life because we can get back 

money and we can start a new business, but we cannot get back a loved one. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Harris made a motion to adjourn the meeting of the Montgomery County Commission on 

October 5, 2020, at 10:25 a.m. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Singleton and unanimously 

approved by the Commission.  
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